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January 26, 1993 

Mr. Frederick K. Grittner 
Clerk of Appellate Courts 
Minnesota Judicial Center 
25 Constitution Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 551556102 

Dear Mr. Grittner: 

I am enclosing the original and ten copies of the Petition of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association in this matter. I am also enclosing for the Court’s convenience a copy 
of the petition on disk. The disk was created in WordPerfect Version 5.0 on a MS/DOS 
machine. 

If you have any questions regarding this Petition, please feel free to contact me. 

Yours very truly, 

l/dL%Y?. /U 
David F. Herr 

DFH@ 
Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Robert A. Guzy 
Mr. R. Bertram Greener 
Ms. Mary Jo Ruff, MSBA 



In re: 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
IN SUPREME COURT 

File No. C8-84-1650 

Petition of Minnesota State 
Bar Association to Amend the Minnesota 
Rules of Professional Conduct. 

PETITION OF MINNESOTA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

1. Petitioner Minnesota State Bar Association (“MSBA”) is a not-for-profit corporation 

of attorneys authorized to practice before this Honorable Court and the other courts of this 

state. 

2. This Honorable Court has the exclusive and inherent power and duty to administer 

justice and to adopt rules of practice and procedure before the courts of this state and to 

establish the standards for regulating the legal profession. This power has been expressly 

recognized by the Legislature. & Minn. Stat. 0 480.05 (1992). 

3. This Honorable Court has adopted the Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct 

(“Rules”) governing attorneys-at-law practicing in the State of Minnesota. 

4. In 1991 the MSBA established a committee to consider issues and problems arising 

under the existing Rules. That committee studied the issues, reviewed communications from 

lawyers, judges, and members of the public, and issued recommendations in the form of a Final 

Report. 

5. The MSBA accepted the Final Report in part and adopted certain resolutions 

relating to amendment of the Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct by action of its House 

of Delegates on June 27, 1992, at its annual convention held in Rochester. This Petition to this 

Court was authorized and endorsed at that time. 



6. The MSBA has considered numerous complaints about misleading advertisements to 

the public where the existing Rules were inadequate and ill-suited for the protection of the 

public. The amendments proposed in this Petition are those deemed necessary and appropriate, 

and do not include various changes recommended but deemed unnecessary or inappropriate 

limitations on advertising. 

7. The MSBA respectfully recommends and requests this Court to amend the 

Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct, and specifically Rules 7.2 and 7.3, as follows: 

(a) Subject to the requirements of Rule 7.1, a lawyer may advertise 
services through public media, 4 9 7 

*** 



$2&j@ E”ery 1 wy a er associated with or employed by a law firm which 
causes or makes a communication in violation of this Rule may be subject to 
discipline for failure to make reasonable remedial efforts to bring the 
communication into compliance with this Rule. 
Rule ,3 r\l-^~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Contact with Prospecti”e Ciients 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,.. . . . . . . . . . . . ..A. .I.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . __. . . . 
[Change only to title of rule]. 

8. The requested change is justified and appropriate to establish more explicit standards 

relating to lawyer advertising and to remove confusion that occurs under the rules as now 

articulated. 

9. Petitioner would like to have an opportunity to respond to any comments, 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests this Honorable Court to adopt the 

recommendations of the MSBA by: 

1. Amending Rules 7.2 and 7.3 of the Minnesota Rules of Professional 

Conduct as set forth above; 

2. Allowing Petitioner an opportunity to file a supplemental 

memorandum in response to any submissions made by any persons in response to 

the publication of this Petition and any Order for public hearing; and 

-3- 



3. Ahowing Petitioner time at any public hearing ordered on this Petition to 

address the court on behalf of its positions. 

Dated: This 25th day of January, 1993. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MINNESOTA STATE BAR A 
$i 

,OCIATION 

BY 

Its President - \ ’ 

xii.~-~ 
R. Bertram Greener, Charr #37503 
MSBA Lawyer Advertising Committee 

514 Nicohet Mall, Suite 301 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
(612) 333-1183 

Petitioner 

MASLON EDELMAN BORMAN & BRAND 

3300 Norwest Center ’ 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-4 140 
(612) 672-8350 

Attorneys for Petitioner 

-4- 


